Khamira – Press Reviews

Ian Patterson – All About Jazz Review of Undod/Unity album:
https://www.allaboutjazz.com/undod-unity-khamira-t-cerdd
Five years on, Khamira returns with the significantly bolder Undod/Unity.The personnel and the concept remain largely unchanged, though the Indo-Welsh fusion sounds more fully realized, the playing more consistently assured. This greater musical maturity is doubtless the fruit of playing together practically every year since the band's inception—no small feat in itself. Sarangi and guitar are more prominent second time around, with Balani's pedals injecting fleeting waves of electronic-esque psychedelia...

It is the guitarist's "Eleven Eleven," a melodious slice of contemporary Indo-jazz fusion, complete with Nagar's konnakol break, which opens the account. Khamira acknowledges the influence of the Pat Metheny Group, and there is a certain resemblance here, particularly in the melodic lines woven in unison by guitar, trumpet and sarangi.

An even bigger influence, arguably, is late '60s and early '70s-era Miles Davis. Khamira's interpretation of "Great Expectation"— Davis's broiling, tabla and sitar-infused behemoth from a 1969 session, later released on Big Fun (Columbia, 1974)—toggles between searing, guitar-driven jazz-rock and muted trumpet lyricism. It is an overt tip of the hat to Davis, whose influence is also felt more subtly in Khamira's trance-like rhythmic language and William's plaintive muted playing.

Khamira's beating heart, however, lies not so much in '60s or '80s-inspired iterations of jazz fusion as in the juxtaposition of Welsh and Indian melodies. The title track, with a groove based on a Hindustani melody which digs its talons in and does not let up, takes shape around "Ffarwel Aberystwyth," a Welsh sailor's lament. Two contrasting solos, one of fiery precision from Balani, and a lilting Sufi vocal improvisation from Yusuf Khan, provide lift-off...

Attempting to harness two such great musical traditions is perhaps akin to trying to lasso a river. But with the borderless, seamless fusion that is Undod/Unity,Khamira seems to have cracked it. A significant stepping stone along a little travelled path, and one which still offers almost infinite possibilities.
The Jazzmann website Review of Undod/Unity
https://www.thejazzmann.com/reviews/review/khamira-undod-unity

An outstanding follow up to the group’s excellent début. It is to be hoped that Khamira will be able to continue their fruitful trans-continental collaboration for many years to come...

“Undod / Unity” has been a long time coming with more than two years passing between the time of recording and the eventual album release. But it’s been well worth the wait and despite the logistical problems the recent Welsh Tour was a triumph with the band delivering a brilliant performance at Chapter that helped to bring the music even more sharply into focus.
Music review: Khamira Live
Live Review of Khamira's performance at St. Peter's Chapel, Oxford, September 2023
https://nation.cymru/culture/music-review-khamira/
Formed by the convergence of three diverse musical traditions—Welsh folk, Indian classical, and jazz— the members of Khamira demonstrate an ability to deliver a fascinating performance...
I particularly liked the way in which there was a proud embracement of musical tradition and culture within the band. For example, (1) the Welsh language was seamlessly integrated into introductions of the pieces by Tomos (alongside English dialect), and (2) the introduction to Basant, where Suhail gave an explanation to what a raga is, and the basics of how, as an audience member, you could listen to the piece.

In conclusion, if I was to describe their performance in one word, it would be ‘captivating’  – their boldness and creativity as a band was mesmerising to experience. Throughout the performance, it was extremely engaging as an audience member to witness how each musician showcased their virtuosity and skillset in their respective instruments.

The combination of Western and Indian instruments was distinctive to the performance, and it was clear to see that the musicians simply enjoyed each other’s company and performing together. I would urge anyone reading this to check out Khamira and support live music (and the arts) wherever you can.
AP Reviews of Khamira
"Blurring the edges of genres and cultures here feels entirely organic, summoning the seminal ’70s fusion experiments of John McLaughlin and Miles Davis...fifty-five minutes of extensive, instrumental splendour" - AP Reviews
https://ap-reviews.com/tag/khamira/
